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The Gladiator, Nov./Dec.  2018, Volume 2, Issue 2 
 

Wayne-Local Schools 
Department of  
Special Education 
  

Dear Community Partners and Parents, 

I was speaking with a parent that I have had the privilege of working 
with for a few years now on how to build better communication with 
parents and our district’s special education department. She had 
some fantastic ideas, and one of them was to not have a “typical 
parent meeting”, but to think outside of the box a little bit more. 
Parents of students with disabilities are busy, in fact, probably even 
more busy than most other parents with additional appointments, 
therapies, ect. to help their child. With that in mind, she suggested 
an email dialogue between parents and myself. We could propose 
a question or topic and discuss through email, then, I can summarize 
responses and share through our newsletter. Additionally, for those 
parents that prefer to speak on the phone or meet in person which 
can also be an option as well.  

To begin the dialogue, I’d like to propose the first topic. If you had a 
wish list of items/services/thoughts to improve your child’s 
education, what would your wish list look like? 

Please email me your with list, thoughts, and/or feedback. I will keep 
all names out of the responses when they are summarized and 
shared in our newsletter. If you would like to set up a meeting time 
instead, please just let me know. If it’s easier, you can send in your list 
with your student in an envelope. Please just ensure that my name is 
on the front, and it will reach me through inter-office mail.  I truly am 
looking forward to this new way of communicating, and I hope you 
will share in this experience. Hope to hear from you soon. 

Karyn Phillips 

Special Education Coordinator 

kphillips@wayne-local.com 

(513) 897-4706 
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New Weighted Lap Pads 
Weighted lap pads and shoulder pads were made to assist students in increasing deep pressure into the 
nervous system to assist with maintained focus in the classroom.  It can provide a calming effect on the 
body and improve body awareness.  This can promote more effective learning in the classroom. It may be 
beneficial to students that have trouble focusing due to a need for movement, increased anxiety, or 
needing assistance to calm themselves while in the classroom.  They were created by our occupational 
therapist, Jess Carter and our physical therapist, Valerie Szakal.  

   

 

TLC Students Working With Wayne Local Schools 
The Transition Living Classroom (TLC), a program through Warren County ESC that works on 
vocational and daily living skills with individuals with disabilities ages 18-22 years old is partnering 
with Wayne Local Schools to improve student outcomes after high school.  They are housed on the 
Quaker Heights Care Community campus in two apartments. Their student interns work on daily 
living skills in an apartment setting, and on vocational skills at community job sites.  One of their job 
rotations is the TLC Café.  Their interns take lunch orders, grocery shop, and prepare boxed lunches 
for staff at their program. The have y received a grant this year to expand their Café to the 
community, which is why they are currently offering their Café to the Waynesville office staff at the 
Elementary and Middle Schools.  With the positive feedback they have received from them, they 
would like to continue to expand to the High School office staff next month. The Café job rotation 
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offers their interns so many important life skills, including shopping, money management, food 
prep, and social communication skills. The TLC Café is made possible through orders each 
week.  The community of Waynesville has been so supportive of this program Wayne Local Schools 
is proud to partner with TLC.  

Special Olympics and Life Course 

 
On Thursday November 8th, representatives from Warren County and Springboro Special Olympics 
and Life Course were at a parent meeting providing information about the services they offer.  This 
program is offered to all elementary, middle and high school students. 

The Special Olympics representative discussed the different opportunities that they offer to school 
age students. Various sports are offered throughout the year and are modified to meet each 
individual’s needs. 

A representative from Life Course followed and discussed a new framework that was created to 
help families of students with abilities and any age share their vision of what they would like for their 
child with the school, service providers, and others. Topics discussed were life development, a vision 
for a good life, and how to find or develop supports needed to assist your child in living the life they 
want to live.  This service is offered to families through Cincinnati Children’s and UC. 

There was a large parent group present and is was great to see so many of our students there as 
well. Thank you to Christy Baker for setting up this resource for our families.  If you would like 
additional information, it’s not too late, please email Christy Baker and she can email you the 
organization’s contact in formation, cbaker@wayne-local.com.  
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Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) 

Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) is the state agency responsible for providing services to 

Ohioans with disabilities to help them achieve quality employment, independence and Social Security 

determination outcomes. 

OOD’s Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation, Bureau of Services for the Visually Impaired and Division of Disability 

Determination, coordinate with partners across business, government, educational and non-profit sectors to: 

 Guide youth with disabilities regarding career preparation; 

 Work with individuals who acquire disabilities mid-career; 

 Advise companies about disability management and workplace solutions; and 

 Adjudicate claims for Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

 

Are you in High School? What’s Next? 

Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities  

*Want to Earn Your own Money? 

* Do You want: 

 *To live on your own? *New clothes? *A car? 

Then YOU Need a JOB! Let OOD Help YOU Discover YOUR Career Path. Call 1-800-282-4536 or visit 
oodworks.com Find a Job; Earn Money; Gain Independence; Identify Career Goals. 

Are you at least 14 years old? Do you have a disability? If so, connect with an OOD vocational 
counselor today. Not sure what you want to do when you graduate from high school? 

OOD Can Help You with: 

* Finding and keeping a job* Paid work experience* Pre-Employment Transition Services* Training 
or attending a college* Career Exploration* Informational interviews* Job shadowing* Work 
Incentives Planning* Networking 

Call 1-800-282-4536 or visit oodworks.com; Facebook: @OhioOOD; Twitter: @OhioOOD; You Tube: 
search Ohio OOD. Programs provided by the Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities are 
funded, in whole or in part, with federal grants awarded by the U.S. Department of Education 
(DOE) or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
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Statewide Family Engagement Advisory Council Members Wanted 

 

“The Center on Education and Training for Employment at The Ohio State University, partnering with 
the Ohio Department of Education, is seeking Ohio parents, guardians and caretakers of children 
from birth through grade 12 to become members of a statewide advisory council.   
  
Council members will be able to share ideas about how Ohio’s families and schools can work 
together to support the education of all children. In the council’s first year, members will help 
develop a new Family Engagement Framework that can guide schools’ efforts to involve families.   
  
The Ohio’s Statewide Family Engagement Center Advisory Council will be made up of family member 
representatives, high school student representatives, school administrators, teachers and other 
education professionals and leaders, along with representatives from businesses and community 
agencies.   
  
Council members will be expected to participate in council discussions and activities for at least one 
calendar year, including attending meetings in Columbus four times between January and October 
2019. Lunch and parking will be provided. Parent, guardian and caretaker members will receive a 
stipend of $60 per meeting and receive reimbursement for mileage to and from meetings. Language 
interpreters and other supports will be available at council meetings, if needed.   
  
For additional information and an application, visit the Center on Education and Training for 
Employment website.” 
  

Applications are Due December 1st.  
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College Corner 

Students with Disabilities 

If you are a student with disabilities seeking a postsecondary certificate or degree, many options exist 
which will support your effort. The U.S. Department of Education has produced two guides to help 
you prepare for and transition into postsecondary education. 

 Students with Disabilities Preparing for Postsecondary Education 
 Transition of Students With Disabilities to Postsecondary Education 

All Ohio public colleges and universities and most independent schools in Ohio have departments 
and offices dedicated to helping students with disabilities succeed. These offices can help you 
answer any questions and are your key to accommodations and support. 

Below are links to the offices dedicated to helping students with disabilities on every public campus in 
Ohio. Please use these links to start your search for a program that will fit your needs. 

Main Campuses 

 Bowling Green State University 

 Central State University   

 Cleveland State University 

 Kent State University 

 Miami University 

 Northeast Ohio Medical University 

 The Ohio State University 

 Ohio University 

 Shawnee State University 

 The University of Akron 

 University of Cincinnati 

 The University of Toledo 

 Wright State University 

 Youngstown State University 

Branch Campuses 

 Bowling Green State University-
Firelands 

 Kent State University-Ashtabula 

 Kent State University-East Liverpool 

 Kent State University-Geauga 

 Kent State University-Salem 

 Kent State University-Stark 

 Kent State University-Trumbull 

 Kent State University-Tuscarawas 

 Miami University-Hamilton 

 Miami University-Middletown 

 The Ohio State University-Lima 

 The Ohio State University-Mansfield 

 The Ohio State University-Marion 

 The Ohio State University-Newark 

 Ohio University-Chillicothe 

 Ohio University-Eastern 

 Ohio University-Lancaster 

 Ohio University-Southern 

 Ohio University-Zanesville 

 The University of Akron-Wayne 
Campus 

 University of Cincinnati-Blue Ash 
College 

 University of Cincinnati-Clermont 
College 
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 Wright State University-Lake Campus 

Community and Technical Colleges 

 Belmont College 

 Central Ohio Technical College 

 Cincinnati State Technical and 
Community College 

 

 Clark State Community College 

 Columbus State Community College 

 Cuyahoga Community College 

 Eastern Gateway Community College 

 Edison Community College 

 Hocking College 

 Lakeland Community College 

 Lorain County Community College 

 Marion Technical College 

 North Central State College 

 Northwest State Community College 

 Owens Community College 

 Rhodes State College 

 Rio Grande Community College 

 Sinclair Community College 

 Southern State Community College 

 Stark State College 

 Terra State Community College 

 Washington State Community College 

 Zane State College 

 

 

 

         


